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Content of presentation 

•  The Nordic Ecolabel: Label and organization 
•  What we do and how do it: Approach and philosophy 
•  The Nordic Ecolabel in the marketplace: Consumers, 

profesional buyers, and our customers (international) 
•  Application: How to go about applying for the Nordic 

Ecolabel?  
•  Questions? 



The Nordic Ecolabel 

•  Introduced by the Nordic Council of Ministers in 1989 
•  Official ecolabel of the Nordic Countries 
•  Non-profit 



The Nordic Ecolabel organization 

Ecolabelling Sweden"      Ecolabelling Norway"    Ecolabelling Denmark"    SFS Ecolabelling"     Ecolabelling Iceland"
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National organization – Norway  



What do we do 

•  Criteria development 
•  Marketing of the 

document towards 
potential manufacturers 

•  Assess applications 
•  Marketing of the Nordic 

Ecolabel and ecolabelled 
products 

•  Information to consumers 
and professionals 



Why an ecolabel? 
•  A simple and trustworthy guidepost for consumers and 

purchasers to products that are better choices for both 
environment and health 

•  A competitive advantage for the licence keeper 



UNs Consumer Rights 

•  the right to satisfaction of basic needs 
•  the right to choose 
•  the right to safety 
•  the right to be informed 
•  the right to be heard 
•  the right to redress 
•  the right to consumer education 
•  the right to a healthy environment 



Raw materials! Produduction! Use/consumption! Waste!

A life cycle approach 



Criterias for all relevant environmental 
aspects 



Strict, but reachable criteria’s  
- continuously improvements 

•  Strict and absolute 
requirements 

•  Government regulation is 
basic, use the precautionary 
principle 

•  Documentation and controls 

•  Limited validity of the 
licence 

•  Only the best products are 
labelled 



Nordic Consumers 

Source: Nordic Consumer Survey (Respons Analyse 2009) 
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Recognition/awareness 
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Trustworthiness 
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"I trust the governments have 

banned hazardous substances in 
products available on the 

consumer market" 

Producers: 
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environmental choice if a 
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Preferability 

40,2 % 

5,6 % 

54,2 % 

Do you look for the Nordic Ecolabel when you're 
shopping? 

Random or never 

Always 

Some times 



Professional buyers - Norway 

•  Little knowledge about the 
environmental impact of the 
products they buy 

•  The Nordic Ecolabel makes it 
easier to set environmental 
criterias in tenders 

Picture: The Norwegian Defence Estates Agency 
and Swan-labelled hotel chain Scandic  



Green procurement in the public sector 

”If ecolabel criteria in 
the Nordic Swan or the 
EU Flower are 
developed for a 
product group, these 
shall, as far as possible 
be used on public 
purchasing.” 



Use of the Nordic Ecolabel in public 
tenders - Norway 

33 % 
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394 public tenders, 3Q and 4Q 2008 

Ingen miljøkrav 
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The Swan Procurement Club (Norway) 
- “We choose swan-labelled products” 



Some customers of the Nordic Ecolabel 



Nordic Customer Survey  

Source: Nordic Customer Survey (Reflect 2009) 



Loyalty 
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Ambassadors 

90 % 

6 % 
4 % 

Would you recommend the Nordic Ecolabel to another 
company?  

Yes 

No 

Don't know 



International ecolabel 

•  Offical label of the Nordic countries 
•  Criterias are global 
•  Ranked ecolabel #1 in the World 

” The Nordic Swan is perhaps the 
most well-known European eco-label 
… … it has become increasingly used 
outside of northern Europe.” 

Source: ”Mapping and analysis of sustainable product standards”. Environmental Resources Management (2008)  



Application 



Costs 

•  Application fee is 16 000 NOK  
 (about 1400 LVL) 

•  Inspection fee is 4000 NOK per day 
in the EU-area 

•  Annual fee based on annual 
revenue in the Nordic countries for 
the products carrying the Nordic 
Ecolabel 

•  Usually annual fee is 0,3 per cent, 
(min 10 000 NOK / max 300 000 
NOK) 

•  1 LVL = 11.3859 NOK 
•  1 NOK = 8.076 EUR"



Applying 

•  Applicable product group 

•  Application form
http://www.ecolabel.no/
sfiles/9/25/2/file/
sknadskjeng.pdf  

•  Apply in the country of origin 
of the criteria document 

•  Make sure to register for all 
applicable Nordic countries 



The application process and assessment 

•  Use some time reading the criterias 
to understand 

•  You do not have to have have all 
documentation from the beginning 

•  You do not get kicked out if you do 
not fulfil the criteria in the first 
assessment  



Some types of documentation  

•  Accredited test reports 
•  Third party certification 

for raw materials 
•  Quality, environmental, 

and social management 
systems 

•  Declaration with 
background data 

•  Inspection of production 
plant 



Summary… 

•  The Nordic Ecolabel can give you a competitive 
advantage through health and environment 

•  It gives you credibility and is a strong signal of quality 
in the Nordic countries 



Thanks for your time! Questions? 

kon@ecolabel.no  
http://no.linkedin.com/in/karloskar  

www.nordic-ecolabel.org 
www.ecolabel.no  


